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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hit chin  Rural  District  Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  an  annual  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions 
of  your  district  for  the  year  1964. 

In  view  of  the  age  distribution  the  local  death  rate  is  again 
favourable  (10.8  against  10.3  in  1963)  and  application  of  the  supplied 
comparability  factor  gives  a 'standardised'  rate  of  11.2  (England  and  Wales 
1964  - 11.3). 

It  is  of  interest  that  the  return  of  local  deaths  tabulated  by 
the  Registrar  General  shows  that  69%  occurred  at  ages  of  65  years  or  over, 
with  45$  at  ages  of  75  years  or  over. 

The  local  birth  rate  (16.3)  again  falls  below  the  national  rate 
(l8. 4);  the  local  stillbirth  rate  for  the  year  was  considerably  below  that 
for  England  and  Wales  and  the  infant  mortality  figure  (15.9)  fell  below  the 
national  figure  (20.0). 

There  was  during  the  year  an  almost  complete  local  absence  of 
serious  infectious  disease. 

I would  again  acknowledge  having  received  from  your  chief 
officers  every  consideration  and  help  during  the  year.  In  the  compilation 
of  the  report  I would  acknowledge  the  help  of  your  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector,  Mr.  W.  M.  Mathews,  who  is  wholly  responsible  for  the  sections 
touching  upon  sanitary  environment. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


V.  R.  WALKER 


District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


June  1965 
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SECTION  A 
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LOCAL  STATISTICS 


Area.  ( xn  acres)  . « . . . « . . « . . . . . . « . « « . . « « . 

Home  Population  - Registrar-General's  estimate  for  mid-1964  ... 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  1st  April  1965  (estd.)  ..  .... 
Rateable  value  - 1st  April  1965  . . . . ....  ....  . . . . 
Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (estimate  1965/6)  ....  .... 


81,324 

23,190 

7,711 

£780,281 

£3,117 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1964 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Totals 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

357 

193 

164 

Illegitimate 

21 

10 

11 

378 

203 

175 

Rate  per  1,000 

population 

• • • 

• • • 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  ; 

per  cent 

of  total  live  births 

• • • 

• • • 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Totals 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

— 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Rate  per  1,000 

total 

(live  and  still)  births  ... 

• • • 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Total 

Male 

Female 

380 

205 

175 

DEATHS 

Total 

Male 

Female 

250 

130 

120 

HITCH IN  Comparable  rate 
RURAL  for  England  and 
DISTRICT  Wales 


16.3  18.4 


5-3  16.3 


Rate  per  1,000  population 


• • • 


• • • 


10.8 


11.3 
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INFANT  DEATHS 


Total  Male  Female 


Under  1 week 

4 

2 

2 

At  1 - 4 weeks 

1 

- 

1 

At  4 - 52  weeks 

1 

- 

1 

6 

2 

4 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 


Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

total  live  births  

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per 

1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  14.0 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per 

1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  48.6 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under 

4 weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births)  ... 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  rate 
(deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 
total  live  births)  10.6 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths 
and  deaths  under  1 week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  15*8 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths None 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


HITCH IN  Comparable  rate 
RURAL  for  England  and 
DISTRICT  Wales 


15.9  20.0 


13.2  13.8 


0.0  0.25 


Comment  on  Vital  Statistics 

The  estimated  local  mid-year  population  again  shows  a small 
increase  (40). 

Total  live  births  numbered  378,  a figure  26  above  that  for  19&3,  and 
total  deaths  were  250  against  244  in  the  previous  year. 

Principal  Causes  of  Death 

Of  the  total,  82  were  attributed  to  Heart  and  other  Circulatory 
Diseases,  39  to  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System,  43  to  Cancer  (all 
sites)  and  35  to  Respiratory  Diseases.  Deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung  or 
Bronchus  numbered  l4  (13  males  and  1 female)  and  from  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
7 (all  males,  3 being  aged  15-24+  years). 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

No  important  change  occurred  during  the  year. 


SECTION  C 
Staff 

No  changes  have  occurred  in  the  administrative  staff  during  the 

year. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Water  Supplies 

The  usual  monthly  reports  upon  water  samples  taken  continued  to 
be  received  from  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company  and  the  details  were  reported 
to  the  Public  Health  Committee  regularly.  During  1964,  the  60 6 bacteriol- 
ogical and  67  chemical  samples  were  reported  to  conform  to  the  standards 
for  a public  supply,  with  one  exception.  The  latter  was  again  a case  of 
ground  water  gaining  access  through  the  roof  of  Knebworth  reservoir.  The 
unit  was  taken  out  of  commission  whilst  repairs  were  performed  and  it  appeared 
likely  that  it  would  be  back  in  operation  in  early  1965* 

Part  of  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company's  report  reads  as  follows: - 

(a)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  (i)  in  quality 
and  (ii)  in  quantity. 

(b)  23  chemical  and  8l  bacteriological  examinations  of  raw  water  were 
made.  8 of  the  latter  contained  E.Coli.  With  reference  to 
treated  water,  you  will  have  received  the  monthly  reports  from 
the  Chief  Chemist  and  Bacteriologist.  The  fluoride  content  of 
the  various  supplies  within  the  Rural  District  of  Hitchin  is 
invariably  recorded  as  "less  than  0.2  parts  per  million". 

(c)  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumb o solvent  action, 

(d)  The  service  reservoir  at  Park  Lane,  Knebworth,  was  withdrawn  from 

service  for  repairs  after  the  finding  of  a sample  containing 
E.Coli  during  August  1964 

(e)  The  number  of  properties  supplied  is  shown  on  the  attached 
schedule  (see  Page  5)*  It  is  not  possible  to  give  separate 
figures  for  those  properties  supplied  direct  from  the  mains  and 
those  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes. 

(f)  The  estimated  population  supplied  is  22,718. 
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Number 

of  Properties  Supplied 

Parish 

No. 

Parish 

No. 

Props. 

Props 

Ashwell 

452 

Lilley 

147 

Barkway 

173 

Newnham 

27 

Barley 

174 

Nuthampstead 

34 

Bygrave 

81 

Offley 

465 

Clot hall 

35 

Pir t on 

307 

Codicote 

642 

Preston 

102 

Graveley 

114 

Radwell 

24 

Hext  on 

45 

Reed 

75 

Hinxworth 

74 

Rushden 

62 

H dwell 

146 

St .Ippollitts 

444 

Ickleford 

331 

St. Paul's  Walden 

302 

Kelshall 

35 

Sand  on 

155 

Kimpt  on 

480  . 

Therfield 

138 

King's  Walden 

317 

Wallingt  on 

44 

Knebworth 

1,016 

Weston 

311 

Langley 

4l 

Wymondley 

351 

Total  - 7,144 


Other  samples,  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Department,  had  results  as 
shown  below  - 


No. 

taken 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory  Doubtful 

1. 

Bulk  Supplies  from  - 

Lee  Valley  Water  Co. 

8 

8 

- 

2. 

Private  Sources 

6 

6 

14 

14 

- 

Public  Swimming  Baths 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  Hitchin  Rural  District, 
but  there  are  two  private  schools  enjoying  their  own  swimming  facilities. 
Water  from  one  of  these  baths  was  sampled  and  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Treatment 
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Following  a comprehensive  report  on  the  sewerage  system  throughout 
the  district,  submitted  to  all  Members  of  the  Council,  during  1964  work 
commenced  on  the  Codicote  sewerage  scheme  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  Weston 
was  practically  complete.  The  Inquiry  was  held  for  Newnham,  and  it  is 
expected  that  this  will  commence  in  the  middle  of  1965*  The  Graveley  scheme 
was  approved,  and  this  again  will  commence  early  in  1965*  The  Barkway 
scheme  was  submitted  to  the  Council  and  approved,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  Ministry  Inquiry  will  be  held  early  in  1965* 


Public  Cleansing  Services 
Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  staff  position  has  been  a frequent  anxiety,  particularly  at 
times  of  annual  holidays.  For  one  week  at  this  time,  the  collection  rounds 
had  to  be  done  with  three  vehicles  instead  of  the  usual  four,  due  to  the 
shortage  of  drivers.  Naturally,  this  lengthens  the  men's  working  hours 
appreciably  and  there  is  a limit  to  what  can  be  asked  of  them  in  this  way. 

It  was  for  this  and  other  reasons  that  the  Council  were  prepared  to  consider 
carefully  a letter  from  the  National  Union  of  Public  Employees  in  October 
suggesting  the  use  of  some  kind  of  bonus  payment.  No  definite  decision 
had  been  taken  by  the  end  of  the  year,  but  circumstances  appeared  to  suggest 
that  there  was  no  alternative  if  regular  services  were  to  be  maintained. 

The  Council  continued  to  make  use  of  the  tipping  facilities 
offered  by  Messrs.  Stutley  at  Little  Wymondley,  and  in  the  Northern  part  of 
the  district  a survey  was  started  of  all  pits  and  other  places  likely  to  be 
suitable  for  refuse  tipping.  A small  pit  at  Barley  came  into  use  during 
the  year. 

A new  Bedford  Truck  (AJH  365  B)  for  use  on  tip  control  duties 
arrived  in  March  and  the  Council's  third  Dennis  Paxit  (CNK  590  B)  refuse 
collection  vehicle  commenced  work  in  June.  The  effect  of  using  large 
packing  type  vehicles  for  refuse  collection  is  well  seen  in  the  following 
figures  of  performance:- 


Refuse  Collected 

Year 

No.  of 

Approx,  weight  of  all 

Vehicle 

(inc.  Foreman's  van  and 

Loads 

materials  collected 

mileage 

Tip  lorry  (1964)) 

1961 

2148 

4214  tons 

62,769 

(one  Paxit) 

1962 

1957 

4796  " 

52,877 

(two  Paxit s) 

1963 

1890 

5526  " 

53,372 

( " ) 

1964 

1813 

6617  " 

53,931 

(three  " - from  June) 
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Salvage  Despatches 

Paper  and  cardboard  continued  to  be  in  demand  throughout  the  year. 
The  prices  went  up  a little  and  at  the  year's  end  there  were  no  restrictions 
upon  quantities  that  would  be  accepted.  There  was  indication  that  this 
position  would  apply  for  quite  some  time  and  the  Paper  Mills  stressed  the 
value  of  salvageable  material  from  the  viewpoint  of  saving  foreign  exchange. 

The  following  figures  summarise  the  position  for  the  past  four  years 

1961  - 115  tons  collected  and  sold  - £973* 15 • 5d. 

1962  - 83  " " " " - £688. 13.  lid. 

1963  - 120  " " " " - £978.12.  9d. 

1964  - 121  " " " " - £1002.  O.lld. 

Cesspool  Emptying  and  Night-soil  Collection 

During  May  .,  a new  Dennis  cesspool  emptying  vehicle  (BRO  643  B)  was 
delivered  and  the  oldest  vehicle  (HNK  470  - 1947)  was  disposed  of  in  June. 

The  peak  demand  between  March  and  June  again  was  satisfactorily  dealt  with, 
using  the  spare  vehicle  and  labour  from  refuse  collection.  It  is  anticipated 
that  from  1965  onwards,  the  effect  of  the  advancing  village  sewerage  programme 
will  begin  to  produce  some  impact  on  the  work  involved.  At  the  same  time 
however,  the  rate  of  house  building  is  considerable  and  not  all  premises  can 
be  served  by  main  drainage.  Thus,  even  in  modern  conditions,  there  are  many 
new  properties  that  become  entitled  to  the  Council's  service  and  doubtless 
will  continue  to  need  attention  for  a long  time  to  come. 

A further  remark  should  be  made  about  the  generous  manner  in  which 
the  farmers  and  land  owners  help  out  the  Council  by  providing  tipping  ntlets 
for  cesspool  vehicles.  There  are  times  of  the  year  when  this  is  genuinely 
difficult,  but  they  always  try  hard  to  see  that  sites  are  found  for  this 
material  if  it  is  humanly  possible. 

The  following  figures  summarise  the  work  performed  - 


Number  of  Cesspools  emptied  at 


Houses 

in  private 

Loads 

ownership 

Council  Houses 

from  Sew- 

Pails 

Year 

Free 

Chargeable 

Free 

Chargeable 

age  Works 

emptied 

1961 

961 

477 

20 

118 

785 

5284 

1962 

1000 

466 

18 

119 

777 

5973 

1963 

1C74 

510 

16 

100 

636 

6347 

1964 

927 

487 

14 

92 

715 

6179 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949 

The  Joint  Pests  Control  Scheme  with  the  Welwyn  Rural  District 
Council  has  again  produced  good  results. 


8. 


Warfarin  5 continues  to  be  effective  in  use  and  as  yet,  no  reliable 
evidence  of  Warfarin  resistance  has  been  found.  The  one  or  two  cases  where 

infestations  proved  stubborn  were  always  solved  using  alternative  baits  and 
the  initial  difficulties  were  almost  certainly  caused  by  Mbait  shyness" 
rather  than  genuine  Warfarin  resistance. 

The  sewers  in  the  district  were  baited  with  Fluoracetamide  on  a ^CP/o 
basis,  i.e.,  every  alternate  manhole,  and  the  areas  proving  positive  to  this 
test  were  subsequently  given  a full  treatment.  It  is  hoped  to  repeat  this 
effort  during  1965  on  the  other  50^,  so  that  within  a period  of  twelve 
months  every  manhole  in  the  district  will  have  been  baited  and,  if  necessary, 
followed  up  until  it  is  clear. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  as  follows: - 


SUMMARY  FOR  THE  PERIOD  JANUARY  1st  to  DECEMBER  31st  1964 


NUMBER  OF  H 

OURS  WORKED 

DISTRICT 

SEWERS 

TIPS  ETC. 

PRIVATE 

DWELLINGS 

BUSINESS 

PREMISES 

AGRIC . 

LAND  ETC. 

TOTAL 

HITCHIN 

R.D.C. 

193% 

762/4 

447/2 

31/2 

170 

1604/2 

WELWYN 

R.D.C. 

23/2 

75/2 

151 

12/2 

22/4 

285/4 

216/4 

837/4 



598/2 

44 

192 54 

1889^ 

Other  figures  - Time  spent  on  vehicle  maint., 

receiving  instructions,  reports 
Total  mileage  on  visits,  bait  handling  etc. 

covered  - 10,518 

Petrol  used  - 271  gals. 

Approx.  M.P.G.  - 38.81  Total  hours  worked 


The  Animals  (Boarding  Establishments)  Act  1963 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  January  1st  1964,  and  six  premises 
were  registered  during  the  year.  A fair  number  of  other  establishments 
that  appeared  to  be  likely  candidates  for  registration,  after  investigation 
were  found  subsequently  to  enjoy  an  exemption  from  the  terms  of  the  Act. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  preparatory  work  done  during  1963  resulted  in  a recording 
station  being  arranged  at  Kings  Walden  Pumping  Station  from  April  1964.  Its 
work  is  designed  to  show  the  solid  and  gaseous  pollutants  in  a clean,  country 
area,  and  the  machine  has  to  be  re-set  once  per  week,  taking  about  three 
hours  to  perform. 


2®6& 


j 2096/2 
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Previously  there  has  been  abundant  information  about  the  nature  and 
amounts  of  pollution  in  town  atmospheres  but  little  was  known  about  the 
national  'background'  level  against  which  to  compare  it.  This  is  one  of  the 
things  that  the  present  three  years  national  effort  will  help  to  put  right. 

The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

Most  of  the  provisions  of  this  much  publicized  Act  came  into  oper- 
ation on  1st  August  1964.  It  is  designed  to  ensure  that  persons  wno  work  in 
employment  of  these  kinds  are  assured  of  adequate  facilities  comparable  to 
the  protection  extended  to  employees  in  registered  factories.  Premises  that 
c-ome  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  have  to  be  registered  with  the  local 
authority  and  will  be  required  to  comply  with  the  several  Regulations  made 
under  the  Act,  and  also  with  the  fire  escape  needs. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  71  premises  had  been  registered. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers'  Act  1964 

This  Act,  due  to  operate  from  April  1st  1965 > is  designed  to  secure 
the  registration  and  control  of  all  dealers  in  scrap  metal.  Preliminary 
enquiries  have  been  conducted  to  ascertain  how  the  Act  is  likely  to  affect 
the  kind  of  scrap  metal  dealers  that  are  encountered  in  a rural  area.  Results 
thus  far  do  not  appear  to  be  too  promising. 

Public  Health  Inspection  of  the  Area 


The  following  summary  gives  details  of  visits  made  and  inspections 
performed.  The  use  of  Statutory  procedure  continues  to  be  kept  to  the 
essential  minimum.  The  number  of  visits  and  inspections  for  all  purposes  was 
3,030,  detailed  as  follows  in  comparison  with  the  year  1963  - 


10. 


General  Sanitation  etc. 

1963 

1964 

Water  Supply  ....  ....  .... 

• * * • 

• • • • 

74 

49 

Di* Cv-LP.8.^6  o c • • • * o * * * • • • • 

• • • • 

453 

480 

Cowsheds,  Stables,  Piggeries  etc... 

• * * * 

36 

36 

Ponds  and  Ditches..  ....  .... 

* • • • 

43 

80 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  (inc. Caravan  Sites  etc. 

Act  i960) 

196 

143 

Factories,  Workplaces  and  Outworkers 

• • • • 

no 

80 

Bakehouses.  ....  ....  .... 

• • • • 

5 

5 

Licensed  Premises  . ....  .... 

• • • • 

39 

18 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  .... 

• 000 

348 

351 

Rodent  Control  ....  ....  .... 

• 000 

179 

82 

Atmospheric  Pollution  ....  .... 

• • • • 

26 

126 

Schools  • • • • • • • • • • • •••• 

• • • • 

10 

15 

Sh op s • • • • ••••  • • • • • • • • 

• • • • 

56 

79 

Petroleum  Regulations  ....  .... 

• • • • 

239 

208 

Noise  Nuisances  ...  ....  .... 

• • • • 

8 

26 

National  Assistance  Act  (Burial  of  the 

Dead) 

12 

10 

Animal  (Boarding  Establishments)  Act  1963  • 

7 

21 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

- 

36 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ....  .... 

• • • • 

55 

34 

Housing 

Public  Health  Act  - visits  paid  . . . 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

725 

602 

Housing  Acts  - ” " .... 

* • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

325 

227 

Filthy  or  Verminous  premises  - visits 

paid 

• • • • 

• • • • 

20 

24 

Miscellaneous  Housing  visits  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

32 

27 

Infectious  Diseases  etc. 

Enquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  .. 

• • • • 

• • • • 

1 

2 

Food  Poisoning  (inc . suspected  case) 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

5 

5 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection  (inc.  inspection  of  i 

Dremises) 

Slaughterhouses  (inc.  proposed  slaughterhouse 

3 

- 

Butchers  ..  ....  ....  .... 

• • • • 

21 

37 

Canteens  . . ....  ....  .... 

• • • • 

1 

13 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors  .... 

• • • • 

3 

1 

Poulterers,  Poultry  and  Egg  Packing  Stations 

3 

13 

Food  preparing  premises  ...  .... 

• • • • 

11 

5 

Gx*  oc  ox's***  ••••  *•••  * * * * 

• • • • 

19 

89 

Ice-Cream  premises  ....  .... 

• • • • 

5 

8 

Restaurants  ....  ....  .... 

• • • • 

19 

21 

Licensed  premises  . ....  .... 

• • • • 

- 

27 

Re  Mobile  Shops  ...  ....  .... 

• • • • 

3 

11 

Greengrocers  ....  ....  .... 

• • • • 

2 

4 

Miscellaneous  Food  visits  . .... 

• • • • 

13 

35 

3107  3030 
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SECTION  D 
Housing 

On  the  31st  December  1964,  the  number  of  applications  on  the 
Council's  waiting  list  for  accommodation  was  439,  an  increase  of  4 over  the 
previous  year. 

During  1964,  173  new  applications  were  registered  and  169  deleted 
from  the  list.  Eighty-eight  were  re-housed  and  8l  were  cancelled,  either  at 
the  applicant's  request  or  because  of  the  failure  of  applicants  to  re-register. 

The  number  of  new  dwellings  provided  by  private  enterprise  amounted 
to  71  and  the  number  of  housing  units  provided  by  the  Council  was  40. 

Work  was  completed  on  the  twenty-four  two-bedroom  flats  in  Knebworth 
and  sixteen  of  the  thirty-four  dwellings  at  Ashwell,  and  the  Contractor 
commenced  work  on  the  erection  of  eight  houses,  six  bungalows  and  sixteen 
flats  in  Ickleford  and  thirty  houses,  four  bungalows  and  twenty  four  flats  in 
Kimpton,  together  with  twenty-four  flats  in  Knebworth,  making  a total  of  112 
dwellings  commenced  during  the  year.  Work  has  also  continued  on  the  modern- 
isation of  the  pre-war  houses,  and  twenty-two  dwellings  in  Barley  plus  thirty- 
two  in  Breachwood  Green  have  been  completed.  Work  commenced  on  sixteen 
dwellings  in  Ther field  and  ten  at  Peters  Green.  These  should  be  completed 
early  in  1965*  Tenders  were  also  invited  for  the  improvement  of  thirty 
dwellings  in  Cocke rnhoe  and  this  will  commence  in  February  1965* 

The  success  of  the  flatlets  for  elderly  persons  at  Knebworth  has 
prompted  the  Council  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  providing  a similar 
block  elsewhere. 

Housing  Act  1964 

This  new  Act,  amongst  other  matters,  gave  local  authorities  legal 
power  to  require  houses  to  be  improved  up  to  certain  levels  of  amenity.  The 
procedure  to  be  followed  in  order  to  achieve  this  is  extremely  ponderous  and 
in  some  cases  could  take  about  six  years. 

In  this  district  it  has  been  found  that  the  pressure  exerted  from 
the  slum  clearance  angle  has  generally  resulted  in  a great  deal  of  improvement 
to  properties.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  this  method  will  continue  to 
produce  satisfactory  progress  or  whether  some  change  is  required  in  the  direct- 
ion of  the  new  compulsory  improvement  provisions. 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  i960 

The  total  number  of  caravans  in  the  district  on  licensed  sites  was 
approximately  183  at  the  year's  end.  This  figure  does  not  show  much  change 
and  has  only  increased  by  about  twenty  in  the  last  five  years.  There  are 
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other  caravans  in  use  in  the  district,  but  these  are  exempt  from  licensing 
as  they  are  used  by  persons  engaged  in  works  of  engineering  construction. 
Normally  they  do  not  stay  very  long  and  rarely  cause  any  trouble. 

Gipsies.  A quite  disproportionate  amount  of  trouble  comes  from 
the  other  type  of  caravan  dweller,  the  so-called  "itinerant".  Their 
activities  have  resulted  in  a great  deal  of  work  in  tidying  up  the  country- 
side after  they  have  left  behind  th£ir  unwanted  scrap.  It  becomes 
increasingly  difficult  to  attend  to  this  type  of  need  when  staff  is  below 
strength,  holidays  get  longer  and  working  hours  become  shorter,  whilst 
housing  grows  at  a lively  pace. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  area. 


SECTION  E 
Food 


(a)  Slaughterhouses 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  operation  in  the  district  at 
present.  Although  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
authorised  a new  establishment  at  Ther field  in  1962,  no  development  had 
taken  place  up  to  the  end  of  1964. 

(b)  Inspection  of  Meat  and  other  Foods 

Information  regarding  food  premises  in  the  district  is  given 

below:  - 


Type  of  Business 


No.  in  District 


Grocers  and  Confectioners  8l 

Butchers  (inc.  cooked  meats)  15 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  6 

Fishmongers  (wet  fish)  4 

Fruiterers,  Greengrocers  and  Confectioners  8 

Confectioners 5 

Cafes,  Restaurants  and  Catering  Establishments  ..  12 

Public  Houses  73 

Off-licence  7 

Bottling  plant  1 

Dairies  (producer/retailers)  2 

Other  premises  from  which  milk  is  sold 9 

Egg  packing  station  1 

Poultry  packing  stations  3 
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There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  registered  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  1955  for  the  Manufacture  of  Ice-Cream,  hut  there  are  87 
establishments  that  are  registered  for  the  sale  thereof.  Under  the  heading 
of  the  "Preparation  or  Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods  etc.",  21  registered 
premises  are  in  active  use.  There  were  approximately  35  inspections  of 
registered  food  premises  during  the  year. 

The  work  of  inspection  and  recommendation  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  etc.  continues,  including  the  examination  of  Plans  submitted. 

The  quantity  of  food  condemned  during  the  year  was  as  follows:  - 


Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Lamb  (offal)  

10 

Tinned  Food  

, - 

- 

18 

- 

Frozen  Food  

3 

- 

5 

10 

(inc.  Ice-Cream  etc.) 

3 

1 

5 

10 

The  information  relating  to  Frozen  Foods  again  includes  principally 
the  losses  resulting  from  a failure  of  refrigeration  plant  at  a poultry  packing 
station. 

There  was  one  other  incident  in  1964  that  caused  a fair  amount  of 
work  and  that  was  the  search  for  tins  of  corned  beef  having  certain  serial 
numbers,  following  the  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  in  Aberdeen.  One  six-pound 
tin  was  withdrawn  from  sale  and  returned  to  the  Ministry.  More  than  a dozen 
small  tins  carrying  similar  serial  numbers  were  subsequently  permitted  to  be 
sold  as  it  appeared  that  these  had  not  been  exposed  to  the  same  risk  of 
c ontaminat i on . 

(c)  Milk 

The  number  of  Dairies  registered  remains  at  2. 

(d)  Food  Poisoning 

There  were  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  in  the  district  during  the 
year  (see  Section  F). 

(e ) Factories  Act  1961 

Information  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  is  given 
in  the  Table  that  follows:.- 
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1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 


No.  on 

Number 

of  - 

PREMISES 

Reg- 

ister 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Pr osecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,2, 3, 4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

11 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sec. 7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

no 

32 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec. 7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excl.  Outworkers'  premises) 

8 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  

1 

129 

34 

1 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


No.  of 

cases  in 

which  defects  found 

No.  of 
Prosec- 
uti ons 

Found 

Remedied 

Re  fei 
To  H.M. 
Inspec. 

'red  - 
By  H.M. 
Inspec. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

. 

. 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences  - 

(a)  insufficient 

4 

3 

- 

1 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

2 

1 

- 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (excluding  Outworkers) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

7 

6 

i 2 

1 2 

Outworkers.  There  are  29  Outworkers  reported  in  the  District,  employed  on 
the  making  of  ’’wearing  apparel”. 


An  additional  number  of  50  visits  were  made  to  factory  premises,  mainly  in 
connection  with  storage  of  petroleum,  smoke  and  noise  nuisances  etc. 
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SECTION  F 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases 


Total  notifications  of  acute  infectious  diseases  received  during 
the  year  (after  correction)  numbered:  Measles  25,  Acute  Pneumonia  3,  Scarlet 
Fever  2,  Whooping  Cough  2,  and  Erysipelas  2.  Such  numbers  are  seen  to  be 
small,  with  a complete  absence  of  any  notified  enteric  illness  or  food 
poisoning. 


The  year  seems  to  have  been  an  "interval  year"  for  measles  and  the 
low  numbers  of  recognised  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  must  reflect  the  protection 
afforded  from  early  infancy  of  the  widely  accepted  TRIPLE  vaccination. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Against  smallpox,  efforts  continue  directed  towards  securing  primary 
vaccination  of  infants  during  the  second  year  of  life,  the  recently  revised 
policy  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  changeover  from  the  pre- 
viously recommended  first  year  of  life  apparently  caused  for  some  time  a 
considerable  drop  in  primary  vaccination  figures  in  North  Herts. , followed  by 
improvement  in  mid-1964.  Figures  for  the  mid  quarters  of  1964  showed  an 
acceptance  rate  of  over  p>QP/o  for  the  second  year  age.  Such  rate  is  of  course 
much  below  that  for  children  accepting  oral  anti-poliomyelitis  vaccine  or 
TRIPLE  vaccine,  both  offered  in  the  first  year  of  life. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  and  tetanus 
continued  unchanged  in  the  form  of  three  separate  injections  of  TRIPLE  vaccine 
from  the  age  of  three  months.  An  additional  (fourth)  'booster*  dose  is 
delayed  to  around  l8  months.  Total  returns  show  an  acceptance  rate  well 
above  eighty  per  cent.  An  additional  booster  dose  is  offered  at  the  age  of 
infant  school  entry  omitting  the  whooping  cough  fraction,  which  when  repeated 
at  this  long  interval  is  found  to  cause  occasional  reactions. 

Oral  vaccine  against  poliomyelitis , sandwiched  in  time  between  the 
third  and  fourth  doses  of  the  triple  vaccine  course,  continues  to  have  an 
equally  high  acceptance  rate.  A 'booster'  dose  is  offered  of  such  oral 
vaccine  around  time  of  infant  school  entry. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Death** during  the  year  1964 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

N on-Re spir at  ary 

M.  F. 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

N on-Re  spir at  ory 

M.  F. 

0-1 

2-5 

5-15 

mm  mm 

- 

- 

15  - 25 

1 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35 

1 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45 

1 

1 

- 

- 

45  - 55 

1 1 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 65 

1 1 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  over 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Not  known 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

5 3 

1 

- 

Comment:  Figures  of  new  notifications  continue  fairly  low,  with  an  incidence 
mainly  in  the  middle-aged  and  elderly. 

No  death  from  tuberculosis  was  locally  recorded  during  the  year. 


V.  R.  WALKER 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


June  196$ 
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